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Ruling Concerning Salat-ut-Tawbah (the Prayer of Repentance) 

<U)I 


Question: What is the ruling concerning Salat al-Tawbah ? 


Answer: If the question is in reference to a hadlth attributed to Abu Tharr (<uc 4iil ^j), which 
states: 
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0 Messenger of Allah, how should one who sins repent for the sins? He said, "He 
should perform ghusl on Monday night following the witr, and pray twelve rak'at 
reciting in every rak'ah the Fatihah and ‘Qul yd ayyuhal-kafirun’ once, and 'Qul 
huwal-Lahu ahad’ ten times. Then he should stand and pray four rak'at and 
perform the tasllm and make sujud (prostration) while reciting in his sajdah ayat 
al-KursT once. Then he should raise his head and perform istighfar one hundred 
times, and say one hundred times, ‘La hawla wa la quwwata ilia bil-Lah.’ He 
should then wake the next morning while in the state of fasting, and during his 
iftar (the breaking of the fast) he should pray two rak'at reciting the Fatihah of 
the Book, and fifty times, ‘Qul huwal-Lahu ahad.’ And he should say, 'Ya muqallib 
al-qulub taqabbal tawbati kama taqabalta min Nabiyyika Dawud, wa'simnl kama 
'asamta Yahya ibn Zakariyya. Wa aslihm kama aslahta awliya'akas-salihm. 
Allahumma inm nadimun 'ala ma fa'altu, fa'simm hatta la a'slyaka (0 Changer of 
Hearts, accept my repentance just as You accepted from Your Prophet Dawud. 
And protect me just as You protected Yahya son of Zakariyya. And better my 
affairs just as You bettered the affairs of Your righteous allies. 0 Allah, I am 
remorseful for what I have done, so protect me so that I do not disobey you).' He 


should then stand in remorse, for truly the capital sum of the one who repents is 
remorse. Whoever does this, Allah will accept his repentance. 


This was reported by Ibn al-JawzTin al-Mawdhu'at al-Kubra 1 under the chapter heading Salat-ut- 
Tawbah (Prayer of Repentance), and ash-ShawkanT included it as well in al-Fawa'id al-Majmu'ah 2 
under the same chapter heading - and both classed this narration as a fabrication. Likewise, Ath- 
thahabT . 3 The isnad contains a number of people who are unknown, and it is not permissible for 
a person to act upon this hadlth. 


If the question, however, pertains to the hadith of 'All ibn Abi Jalib (alc AW ^j), who narrates 
saying: 
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I was a man, who when I heard a tradition from the Messenger of Allah Ail! Jl*s) 
((ALoj dJif. , Allah benefited me with it as much as He willed. But if a man from his 
Companions narrated a tradition to me, I made him swear (that he heard it from 
the Messenger of Allah - AJit AW J^>). And if he swore, I trusted him. 

Abu Bakr narrated to me a tradition, and Abu Bakr narrated truthfully (axc AW ^j), 
that he said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah ((A-^j aAc. AW J^>) say, 'There is no 
servant who commits a sin, so he perfects the wudhu’, stands and prays two 
rak'at, and then performs istighfar (seeking forgiveness from Allah), except that 
Allah will forgive him.'" 


Then this was reported by Ibn al-Mubarak, at-JayalisT, al-HumaydT, Ahmad, Ibn Majah, Abu 
Dawud, at-TirmithT, an-Nasa'T, al-Bazzar, al-MarwazT, Abu Ya'la, at-JahawT, Ibn Hibban, and at- 
TabaranT . 4 


1 al-Mawdhu'at al-Kubra (vol. 2, pg. 133) 

2 al-Fawa'id al-Majmu'ah (vol. 1, pg. 34) 

3 TartJb al-Mawdhu'at (pg. 164) 

4 See Kitab az-Zuhr war-Raqa'iq (#1088), Musnad Abi Dawud at-Jayalisi (#1), Musnad al-Humaydi (#1 and #4), 
Musnad al-lmam Ahmad ibn Hambal (#2, #47, #48, and #56), Sunan Ibn Majah (#1395), Sunan Abi Dawud (#1521), 
AI-Jami'-ul-Kabir (#406 and #3006), Kitab as-Sunan al-Kubra (#10175, #10178, and #11012), AI-Bahr-uz-Zakhkhar 
(#8 - #11), Musnad Abi Bakrin as-Siddiq (#9 - #11), Musnad Abi Ya'la al-MOsili (#1), Shark Mushkil-il-Athar (#6033, 
#6034, #6038, #6047, and #6041), Al-lhsan jrTaqrib Sahih Ibn Hibban (#623), Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat (#584) - 
respectively. 


All of them report this hadTth by way of 'AIT ibn RabT'ah al-WalibT, from Asma' ibn al-Hakam al- 
FazarT, from 'AIT ibn AbT falib, from Abu Bakr as-SiddTq (U^ 41)1 t s^j); and this isnad will be 
discussed shortly. 

Al-Bazzar also reports this hadTth in his Musnad with two asanid, one from Sa'd ibn Sa'Td al- 
MaqburT, and one from Abu Mu'awiyah, and both of them from 'Abd-ul-Lah ibn Sa'Td, from his 
grandfather Abu Sa'Td al-MaqburT, from 'AIT ibn AbT Jalib {<&£- 4JJI ^bf) from Abu Bakr as-SiddTq 
(4ic 4A)I 5 Sa'd ibn Sa'Td was weakened by al-Bazzar, al-BukharT, Yahya ibn Ma'Tn and others, 
so this isnad is dha'Tf (weak). And 'Abd-ul-Lah ibn Sa'Td was classed as matruk by Ahmad, al- 
BukharT, an-Nasa'T, and others, so this isnad is dha'Tf as well. 


Ad-DaraqutnT reported this hadTth in his 'Hal, mentioning eleven total asanid for this hadTth 
(including the two additional ones reported by al-Bazzar), all of them with a chain to 'AIT ibn AbT 
falib from Abu Bakr (U^ <u)1 ^j), and all of them containing either those who are weak, 
extremely weak, accused of lying, or accused of fabricating ahadlth. He concluded that the best 
and most correct of these asanid is that of 'Uthman ibn al-MughTrah, from 'AIT ibn RabT'ah al- 
WalibT, from Asma' ibn al-Hakam. But this phrasing should not be misunderstood to mean that 
he authenticates this isnad, or this hadTth - only that this isnad is the most correct of the ones 
attributed to 'AIT ibn AbT falib from Abu Bakr (L^it 4A)I ^j). 


At-Jabaram also reported this hadith with a slightly different wording, but as a hadith from Abud- 
Darda' (4ic <1)1 ^bf) who reported that he heard the Prophet (^3 dJit 4&I J^>) say: 
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There is no Muslim who commits a sin, performs wudhu', prays two rak'at or 
four-either obligatory or non-obligatory, and then performs istighfar (seeking 
forgiveness from Allah), except that Allah will forgive him. 6 


This isnad comes by the way of Sadaqah ibn AbT Sahl, from KathTr Abul-Fadhl, from Yusuf ibn 
'Abd-ul-Lah ibn Salam, from Abud-Darda', and both Sadaqah and KathTr are unknown, so this 
isnad is dha'Tf. 

As for the isnad of Asma' ibn al-Hakam al-FazarT from 'AIT (4ic 4Ail ^bf) from Abu Bakr 4A!l ^bj) 
(4ic, then although at-TirmithT classed it as hasan, al-Bazzar rejected the hadTth because of Asma' 
ibn al-Hakam saying he is majhul (unknown), and this is the only hadTth known from him. There 
is in fact another hadTth known from him as reported by 'Abd-ur-Razzaq 7 and Ibn AbT Shaybah, 8 
where he states: 


5 AI-Bahr-uz-Zakhkhar (#6 and #7). 

6 Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat (#5026). 

7 Musannaf 'Abd-ur-Razzaq (#1695). 

8 Musannaf Ibn AbJ Shaybah (#7544). 
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I asked a man from the Companions of the Prophet (p-L *3 <ui£ <u)I Ji*a) about the 
sputum in the masjid, and he said, "It is an offense, and its expiation is burying it" 


The wording of Ibn AbT Shaybah is, "I asked about everything, even about spit in the masjid." The 
isnad of 'Abd-ur-Razzaq has this from ar-Rukayn from Asma' directly, whereas the isnad of Ibn 
AbT Shaybah reports this from ar-Rukayn, from his father, from Asma' - with a person in between. 
'Abd-ur-Razzaq and Ibn AbT Shaybah are the only two who seem to have reported this hadTth 
from Asma'. 


AI-'ljlT classed Asma' ibn al-Hakam as thiqah. 9 Muhammad ibn Sa'd said, "His ahadith are few." 10 
Ibn Hibban mentioned Asma' in Ath-Thuqat, and said, "He makes mistakes." 11 And Yahya ibn 
Ma'Tn said, "He is a man who is not known." 12 

After reporting this hadTth, al-BukharT said, "Nothing comes narrated from Asma' ibn al-Hakam 
except this hadTth, and one other, and no one has followed him in his narrations. Indeed, the 
Companions of the Prophet (pi ^3 <ulc <u>l Jq-o) used to narrate from one another, and they would 
not make one another swear (that they heard the tradition)." 13 Adding to what al-BukharT stated, 
al-'UqaylT included Asma' ibn al-Hakam in his book Kitab adh-Dhu'afa' al-Kabir, and said that 'AIT 
had heard from 'Umar, and never made him take an oath (that he heard it from the Prophet - 

41^ 41)1 1 ^ 

If Asma' is only known for two ahadith, and he makes mistakes, the hadTth about the sputum is 
confirmed from the hadTth of Anas ibn Malik (<uc HI ^bj) in the Sahihayn, 15 so the narration in 
question would have to be the one considered faulty. In addition to this, the tawthTq (considering 
as trustworthy) of Asma' ibn al-Hakam by al-'ijlT would have to be disregarded, since no one 
followed him in considering him thiqah or acceptable, so he is for the most part majhul 
(unknown). 16 Therefore, the narration as a whole would have to be considered weak, because 
of this isnad, especially if this isnad is the best of them. 

Even if one were to assume that Asma' ibn al-Hakam is known, then there is also the issue of 
tafarrud (being alone in narrating), which would affect the acceptability of this narration. There 
are many who narrated from 'AIT ibn AbT Jalib (<U£. 4il ^j), amongst them are his major 


9 Ma 'rifat-uth-Thiqat (vol. 1, pg. 223). 

10 Kitab at-Tabaqat-il-Kubra (vol. 8, pg. 344). 

11 Kitab-uth-Thuqat (vol. 4, pg. 56) 

12 Su'alat Ibn al-Junayd li Yahya ibn Ma In (pg. 368-369). 

13 At-TarTkh al-Kabir (vol. 2, pg. 54). 

14 Kitab adh-Dhu'afa' al-Kabir [\/ ol. 1, pg. 107). 

15 See Sahib al-Bukhari (#415) and Sahib Muslim (#554). 

16 I asked Shaykh Mahir ibn YasTn al-Fahl about the infirad (being alone) of al-'ljlT in tawthiq, and he replied saying 
that he is mutasahil (relaxed). 


companions, such as his sons as well as 'AbTdah as-SalmanT, Qays ibn AbT Hazim, 'Alqamah ibn 
Qays, Masruq, Abu Raja' a l-'UtaridT and others, and none of them reported this narration from 
him. So where are the major narrators from 'AIT ibn AbT falib (4it 4il ^j) and this narration? 
And the fact that this narration only comes by way of other weak or very weak chains, only 
strengthens the point that Asma' is not a reliable narrator, even if he were known, as mentioned 
by Ibn Hibban. 


So as for a specific prayer called Solat-ut-Towboh that is performed when a person sins, then this 
cannot be confirmed from the Messenger of Allah (pl^j pi* 4iil J^=). This is not to say, however, 
that such an action will not erase sins, because the generality of this can be found in the Qur'an. 
Allah ¥-) says: 
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And perform the prayers at the two ends of the day and in some hours of the 
night. Truly, the good deeds remove the evil deeds. That is a reminder (an 
advice) for the mindful (those who accept advice) 17 


There are also a number of authentic ahadith that confirm this, such as the hadTth of 'Uthman 
ibn 'Affan (4ic 4&I ^j) who narrated that the Messenger of Allah (pi ^3 4&I J^=) said: 
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Whoever performs wudhu' similar to this wudhu' of mine and then prays two 
rak'at without allowing his thoughts to be distracted (with matters not related to 
the prayer), his past sins will be forgiven. 18 


And similarly, Abu Umamah Al-Bahili 4 jI ^j) narrated that the Messenger of Allah ( <11 
pLoj 4JLt) said: 
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17 Surat Hud (11:114) 

18 SahJh al-BukharJ (#160) and Sahih Muslim (#227) 


There is not a man who brings forth the water for performing wudhu', rinses his 
mouth, breaths water into his nose and blows it out, except that the sins of his 
face, mouth, and nostrils will drop. And if he then washes his face as Allah has 
commanded him, the sins of his face will drop from the edges of his beard with 
the water. And then he washes is arms to the elbows except that the sins of his 
hands will drop from his fingertips with the water. And then he wipes his head 
except that the sins of his head will drop from the edge of his hair with the water. 

And then he washes his feet up to the ankles except that the sins of his legs will 
drop from his toes with the water. And if he stood up and prayed, and praised 
Allah, extolled Him, and glorified Him by that which He is entitled to, and he 
empties his heart to Allah, he will depart from his sins (and be) similar to his state 
on the day his mother gave birth to him. 19 

The difference between the prayers performed after the wudhu' mentioned in these ahadith and 
salat-ut-tawbah, is that in the case of the latter, the intention of performing wudhu' and praying 
is for the expiation of a sin committed - so the two are done specifically for the sin. In the case 
of the former, however, the prayer is a sunnah mu'akkadah (confirmed sunnah) for the purpose 
of having performed wudhu', and the expiation of sins is a virtue and benefit of doing this. 

In Summary: There is nothing confirmed from the Prophet (fol^j 4JI* 4JJI Jl^) about a salat-ut- 
tawbah, however, the action of praying with the virtues of having sins expiated is general with 
evidences that can be found in the Qur'an and the sunnah, and more specifically when praying 
two rak'at after performing wudhu'. 


Harith Yarub Al-Shiraida 
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SahJh Muslim (# 834 ) 


